Social Media Engagement (10%): Students will use social media (Twitter, FB, and/or Instagram) to engage with historical topics as they arise during the semester, to document experiences, such as visiting museums, historical sites, and/or relevant academic lectures, and to track the role of social media in historical developments. Students' ideas about the role of social media in historical developments and the impact of social media engagement on their development of historical thinking skills will be measured via a short reflection submitted at the end of the course that explains and reflects on social media and History. Students will keep a log documenting the frequency and types of posts they make, which they will include as an appendix to the reflection. (note: Students concerned about privacy issues may create a social media account specific to this class with no identifying information).
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Writing Assignments (75%) ---Students will demonstrate their mastery of the range of SLOs through their completion of three from a set of five writing assignments that will draw on the class discussions and student engagement of the ideas in the readings. The process of writing these papers will: help students work on explaining the limits and benefits of historical perspective, help students get practice interrogating a range of situations with historical perspective, offer an opportunity to balance historical sources and use then to debate a range of issues. The ways-of-thinking and doing practiced in these papers will help students cultivate those life-long historically-acute habits of engaging the world.
Description of Writing Assignments:
See Blackboard for a full "how to," including grading rubrics and style sheet. Pick TWO from Topics One through Four (for 25% each). Topic Five is required (25%).
• Final grades for the course and what they mean (from the SDSU General Catalog): an A connotes "outstanding achievement; available only for the highest accomplishment"; a B is awarded for "praiseworthy performance; definitely above average"; a C is assigned to work that is "average; awarded for satisfactory performance; the most common undergraduate grade" [emphasis mine]; a D describes performance that is "minimally passing; less than the typical undergraduate achievement," and an F connotes failing. "+"s will be assigned to final grades ending in 8 and 9 (ex: 88 or 89 is a B+) and "-"s will be assigned to final grades ending in 0, 1, and 2 (ex: 80, 81, or 82 is a B-).
Required Course Materials:
This course is a ZERO-Cost Course Material (ZCCM) course, meaning all readings will be made available via Blackboard.
Useful Websites:
• H-Net https://networks.h-net.org/ • American Historical Association historians.org ---Especially the section entitled "Everything Has a History" https://www.historians.org/news-and-advocacy/everything-has-a-history (Includes a Video Library) • CrashCourse History: Crash Course World History and Crash Course US History
Other Policies
Turnitin.com: By taking this course, you agree that all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin for the detection of plagiarism. Some papers submitted for review will be included as source documents in the global Turnitin repository to be used in future reviews. You should remove your name and any other personally identifying information from your papers prior to submission to Turnitin. More details on how exactly to use Turnitin via Bb will be provided. In-Class Expectations ---Arrive to class on-time and remain the length of class. Please silence all cell-phones while in class. Please avoid creating a "cone-of-distraction" (google it; it's a thing!) around you by newspaper-reading, video game-playing (yes, that includes PokemonGo!), random (non-class related) web surfing (example: shopping, facebook updating, internet dating, etc.), phone conversations, or texting (except tweeting a question to the prof!) during lecture.
Due Dates: Do NOT miss due dates for writing assignments. As a general rule, extensions on assignment due dates and/or "make-ups" will not be granted. PLAN AHEAD. Late writing assignments will be penalized with a lowered grade (one lettergrade reduction for each 24-hour period late).
Code of Conduct:
In your written work and in your classroom involvement (both in person and on-line) you will be expected to adhere to "acceptable standards of conduct" as discussed on the web page for the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities (http://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/srr/conduct.aspx).
For Students Needing Accommodations:
If you are a student who needs accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact Student Ability Success Center (SASC) at (619) 594-6473; located in the Calpulli Center (for more information, see http://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/sds/Default.aspx). To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact SASC as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that accommodations based upon disability cannot be provided until you have presented your instructor with an accommodation letter from SASC.
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